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Norway condemns death sentences in Iran

6 July, State Secretary Espen Barth Eide summoned the Iranian Ambassador,
Seyed Hossein Rezvani, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in connection with two
death sentences in Iran.

Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani has been sentenced to death by stoning for infidelity,
and Mohammad Reza Haddadi has been sentenced to death for an crime allegedly
committed when he was aminor. The case of Majid Tavakkoli was also raised. Mr
Tavakkoli has been imprisoned for his political activities as a student, and is serving
his sentence in isolation.

Mr Barth Eide commented: “In my meeting with the Iranian Ambassador, | raised
three specific cases, each of which are cause for grave concern. We view execution by
stoning as an inhuman and barbaric form of punishment and we condemn it. The same
appliesto the use of the death penalty for crimes committed by minors. In addition, we
take avery critical view of imprisonment for the expression of political views.

“Besides, these sentences are in violation of Iran’s obligations under its national law
and under international conventionsto which Iranisaparty.”

In addition to these three cases, it was also emphasised that Norway opposes the death
penalty in principle and in all circumstances, and that Iran has committed itself to
following the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Iran was aso urged to discontinue
stoning as aform of punishment.
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